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OR, AN 


ENQUIRY 


INTO THE 


CAUSES of the MISCARRIAGE 
| Os ib tits. 


SECRET EXPEDITION 


TO THE 


COAST of FRANCE. 2 


In which — 


All the Tranſactions relative thereto are . 


tially examined; the Delays and Hindrances which 


minutely traced; and the ſeveral Operations of the 
Fleet and Army, while — Roc befort, 3 


relarog. 
| BEING 


A cler ind diſtin& View of this Famous, but 


- ”- Unfortunate EXPEDITION. 
To which is prefixed, 


An Accurate Map of the French Coaſt, the Situation 7 


of Rochefort, and the adjacent lands, the Station of 


our Nie and the Places intended for en 
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1 E Miſarriage * the Expedi- 
tion in the Mediterranean, un- 
der Admiral Byng, in 1756, | 
EE when he was ſeat to relieve Mi- 
nora, was the greateſt Diſho- 


bad ſuffered for a long Time. The Admiral, 
who had the ſole Direction of it, way tried by 
a Court Martial, condemned, and deſervedly 
ſuffered for his Miſconduct on that Occaſion; 
nor did the Miniſters who concerted it, eſcape 

very ſevere Cenſures from the Public, But it is 
not n to * into the Particulars of that 
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_ tived at the 


Nees er 
= Sd T ad — that France had _— from - 


rn 1 
mirals appointe for it 


were Men of Courage and Conduct, and whoſe 


Fidelity to their King and Country was never 
the = d bahaved well 
aſio inlenifilof ſuch 
Characters, Mr. Pitt . ined he might ſafely 
truſt the Condutt of an 2 5 dition of the laſt 
try; 150 had it been car- 

the ſame WI am and 


Spirit with which it, was concerted, no Man 
_ but ee would have received a confide- 

uchq For asthey carried with 
as micht nde es the Hondurf 
Flag, wed our Loſſes in the 
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tom che Ceſhs, Winds ot Tempeſts, een 


the Fleet mig he 5 fl 
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"hy Coaſts the greateſt Part of her Forces to ſend 
them iniu Germany: They wert well aſſured, 

by a Gentleman bo had heen at Rochefort, that 
| os Place was.caſy-of Acgels, and that the Ditch 
had ſo great Inequalities of Ground, that it could 
not be filled with Water; that the Town was but 
weakly fortified, elpegially en one Side, and that 
— but few. nene yank in ou 0 of 
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On the Ceaaintp of theſe as «5 ial. | 
ſtry laid the Plan of this Expedition ; and to; ſe- 
cute the Succeſs of it, ordered a formidable Fleet 
to be aſſembled at Spithead, a a large Number of 
Tranſports to be {ent from the Doron, in order to 
take on board 10,000 Land Forces, which they 
ordered to march to Poręſinoutb, and, till the 
Tranſports arrived, to be encamped in the Je of 
Mibt io prevent their Deſertion. The Fleet 
was ready for failing in ihe Beginning of 2 '4 
but could not be jainedby the. Tranſports, wh 
ere Kept back by ns * Dl, September: 


Tun Daten of; HCA 48 HC | 
impengtcable: Becter, nor could. any one fay, | 
_ etherwiſgthan by Guck,..what was the Object of 
its Deſtinatien. In France. the Report, of the 
Terrihleneſa of this Fleet, ſpread duch a Conſter- 
nation along the Coaſt, chat in ſome Places they 
dug up the Payement of their Streets to he prepa - 
ted for the Hug ib Bombs, Which they expected 
every Moment to: fall: on them; in others, they 
| wp. the: beſt of their Goods, which they | 
ph — Wwe! dhe Countey 5 and even, at 
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on that Side of — they reinforeed their Gar- 
riſon, added more Guns to their Forts, and ut it 


in the beſt Poſture of Defence they could, to 


receive the Viſit which they expected from this 
formidable Fleet. Ho formidable it was may 
be eſtimated from the following Liſt, including 
thoſe in Port, and ſome that were to joim them 
in a certain Latitude, vix. 8 
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ins: and Dial Cutters. | The Admi- 
- $86 bs commanded this Fleet, were, Hawke, 
Were Broder . * 4, - 4.40 144 * oF 


ptenben 5, the whole: es tant in- 
tine Expedition, to the. Weſtern Oralte of 
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Prime) but the principal Object 
 Kibg of Rochefort and deſtroying the Ships, 3 | 
_ Stores and Magazines, in that Harbour 3 a Place 


reckoned one of their principal-Ports for buildin 
ot Men ef War, and conſequently, that a 
. of Stores of all'Sorts.is:always lodged 
mere; and had our Project taken Bfie& | accord - 
ing to the Plan of it, the Navy of Franre would 
have ſuffered ſuch a Wound, as o | 
nor eaſily have been cured, - 
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1 * OCEHE FORT. in Latin Napf, 
ſituated on the River Charante, a League and a half 
diſtant from its Mouth, three from Brouage to 
the Weſt, Six from Rochelle to the South, and 
has a very convenient Harbour. It was formerly 
but a Small Village, belonging to a private 
Family.. from whom Lewis XIV bought it 5 
the Vear 1664, to build a City here. It ha 
been obſerved, that from. this Place to the Sea, | 
the Kiver Charanite, was deep enough to carry 
the la rgeſt Ships, the Bottom excellent for au- 
hae and the Banks very even and ſolid; 
whereupon it was reſolved to build here a City, 
which was done accordingly: So that here ate. 
all the neceſſary Magazines and Watehouſes for | 
Dok and a moſt commodious and large 4 
ock, where, in the Year 1690, they built four- 
teen Gallies, and two large Men of War in leſs 
zight Months Time. There are here ſe⸗ 
ker ther. Stately Buildings, a Victualling Ware- 


8 


4 houſe, a Foundery, a Manufactory of Sail-Cloth, 


the Hotel called Cagernes, for the Education of 
three. hundred Gentlemen of Noble Families, 
| Wg 8 the Navy „and who are taught 
Expence all * they muſt know | 
a Cory bk — 85 The Hotel ſerves now to 
ob 11 Marines ; 'y an Hoſpital for Sick Seamen 
and: Soldiers, Sa. The ne of the River 
and Road are defended by ſeveral Forts, which 
mult be Fele before the City can be attack d; ; 
and à League below Rochefort, there is a long 
Staccado acroſs the River, which is defended boy 
2 Fort, * 2 44 Guns, Tho" this City is 
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Linen Cloth, 2 Serges, The Meichdnts 150 
ſend all the Neceſfarics. of Life into A 
and bring back from it the Product of tho lc 
nies. Their chief Manufacture is the re- 
fining of Sugar; they have alſo ſet up a Manu th 
facture of Earthen Ware, which ſucceeds vety 
well. The City is well built, the Streets are 
 brok and ſtrait; and the Houſes neat and fine, 
with Piazzas and Porticos, under which 
one ig ſhelter'd from the Rain and Sun. In the 
Year: 164, the E piſcopal See of Mai ler ais was. 
removed hither, 155 the Iſle of Rhee, e 
with many other mee bung, Places, to the 
| Number, of abeut an hundred Towns 4 
Villages, were taken from the Dioceſe of Sainte, 
and added to this. The Biſhop is Suffragan =. 2 
the Ardbbiſhop of Bourdeaux. There is here a 
College of Jeſuits, where all the Forms are 
taught te Philoſophy incluſively, a College of 
8 and a School of Anatomy and Botany 
for the Inſtruction of young Surgeons and Apo- 
thecaries; and a Seminary, where the Jetuits 
teach Divinity to thoſe who deſign to take Ordets. 
_- is: likewiſe a Preſidial, a Sovereign Court 
for the Saltmatſhes in the WSK ig a WL of 
the Mint, 1 . i e de has 
Tur Ille of Rhee lie oppoſite to ck and | 
9 two Leagues from it. This 10dand hath 
2 remarkable in it, beſides a huge, ſtrong, 
old-faſhion' d Cuſtle s and memorable for the 
Expedition to it in 1628, under the Duke 1 
Banga, \As this; Enterprize was remarkab 
for the ſtrange Miſcarriage of it, thro” the 10 
con uct 
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 condudt, norance, and Cowardice of the Com-. 
' mander in chief, and therefore may beat ſome 
| Atalogy' to the late Voyage of our Fleet to Roche: 
Fort, at no great Diſtance from Nhe, it will 


not be amils to give ſome Account of It" av re- 
Ried by Col. FlreFwoed, who had . Co mand 
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. Ta. ms « Expedition was 6 privtly concerted be- 


t yeen' the King and Council, in order tee 
nguiſh the Ian of the former Sefvice at 
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Gs, and to give the Duke an Opportunity of re- 
covering his loſt Honour. But tho' the Scheme 
Was ſecretly coitriv'd, it was ſoon divulged by 
the Duke, nd conſequently known" 10 de E- 


. even before it's was beg n. eee 


1 
l 
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Tat Duke, ade? was . wellnd to his 
* than to any warlike Service, would 
9 dy ilingly have relinquiſh'd his Charge, had he 

ot been e on by the King, eng — 


1 Was. | £19 | 
: 2 OS 5 » 2 7 
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dier e Fre} 
Warn as Fleet was a it put hs ; 
ors whatever was propoſed for the Good of 
the Service, by the Officers who had Knowledge 
and Experience, he was ſure to gainſay it,” that 
: 2 all the Sg 12 That Fa oh Gali the 
Enter 
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1 immediately landed, and was inſtantly. at- 
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EE. 3 
by the Duke as they expected, were forced to re- 
tire back to their Ships, with the Loſs of ſome 
; Men of —_— TT ; * 


"Taxes Days afterwards, they went on Shore 
again with a greater Force, fortified themſelves, 
and conſtrained the Enemy to retire to their 
Fort, and took ſome Priſoners. Upon viewing 
the Strength and Compaſs of the Fort, and un- 
derſtanding it was well victualled, they retired 
out of the Reach of its Cannon, but environed 
it on all Sides, and for a good while deprived it 
of all Succours both by Sea and Laa This 
was owing to the Management and Conduct of 

Sir "Polls" Burrows, a Gentleman of known Va- 
lour and Experience, and in great Eſteem with 
che Army, . „ 


Fux battered the Place for two Months 
but it was ſo ſtrong, that no Impreſſion could be 
made upon it; it was therefore Sir fohn Burrow's 
Advice, to continue to beleager it, till they 
ſhould ſtarve the Defendants into a Surrender, 

"88: . EO TS 

Tur Duke was infinitely chagrin'd, that Sir 
Fohn was in ſo great Credit in the Army, and 
himſelf ſo little regarded, and therefore, endea- 
voured to allure the. Hearts of the Soldiers from 

him, by giving the Pay of thoſe who did not 
comply, to thoſe who did; which bred ſuch 
Murmuring among them, as mult have ended 
in a Mutiny, had not Sir John prudently put a 
Stop to it ; both Parties ſeemed reconciled, and 
celebrated their Amity by a private Supper in the 

1 TOA "MP 9 Duke's 

** 


| may put on. 


ruh upon one another's. Swords ; but the L 


| bs 10 5” | 
- Duke's Tent... Rutfugh is * Nature of Malice, 


at it is never appeaſed, whatever Appearance it 
y or the next Morning, as Sir obn 


was ſurveying his. Trenches, and 'out of the 


Reach of Danger, from the Fort, be was ſtruck 
dead in the Pl; ace 522 a Muſket · Shot from an un- 
T 


9060 Hand. is cauſed a freſh. 8 
throbghout the Camp, and they were read 
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ou th he e Time, OY was « hong 
t 7 the {a ; 


he Fr King approached to. NG No 
de e the Boke, I the Saf 


Rip o 5 e two ; of the beſt 22 
ments from the ſure Places which Sir Tobn, Bur- 
rows had allotted them, and by this 

them unguarded; which, the French Convoys 
1 0 cl the ſame Night, and relieved 


eans left 


b Fort with all Manner of Proviſions, and ſo 


every Ni put without Interruption, the Duke not 
5 ſoffering 


is Men to encounter them, for Fear 
the French King ſhould fall on his Back, when 


in, Fouph 5 was e e nor French Ar- 


| Ty ere. 


Wu zn the 3 was hw ſieualled and man... 
ned, the Garriſon, begun to come out and brave 
chew, yet the Duke would not permit his Men 

"Attack, them, ot even to continue their own 

need j "which, 1 eatly diſcontenged the Officers; 
and, When they ae whether he intended 


to Leuthe tea, 0 bin own ee Flea(ure; or 8 
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to ſtarve them inſtead of the Enemy; his only 


Anſwer was, That he was their General 15 
they ſhonld know by the ſtrict Hand he woulk 
carry over them. This, the prime Officets could 
not well reliſh, yet, to prevent Mutiny, ſmo- 
ther'd their Grudge. He aſſuted them, how- 
ever, That he had ſecret Intelligence out of the 
Fort, that moſt of their beſt Soldiers had con- 
 wveyed themſelves away, and that the Remainder 
(if they lay ſtill intrenched) would ſoon become 
their Vaſtiks: When at the ſame Time, the knew 
that the next Day the Garriſon intended to make 
their grand Sally ; to avoid the Danger of which; 
be dreſſed ohe bf bis own Followers, very much | 
like him, in his Watlike Habit and Colours; - with 
Inſtructions ſuitable to the Deceit ; and then diſ- 
guiſing himſelf like a poor fick Soldier, got a 
Ship-board, leaving his Troops ignorant of the 
dioouy Intent oo a thein. _ | 


5 ler y upok this, the Garriſon fallied 
out in vaſt Numbers and aſſfaultedd our Troops, 
moſtly unarmed, in their Trenches, with ſuch 
Violence, that they were glad to fly for their 
Lives, which indeed, but few could ſave, being 4 
miſerabiy laughtered, drove into Salt-pits, or 
drowned, before they could get to: their ae 
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Dona the Conflict, the 1 88 
ral fought very reſolutely, and received ſome 
Wounds for his Pains, Which made thoſe Who 
were not in the Secret, commend him for his 
Valour; nor were they undeceided till tuo Days 
after wards, when (ſays the Author) we thould 


1 have 
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5 3 eſently e 0 his Carcaſs (meaning 
the Dake” s) Pak that we thought it fitter to - 
bim die at Home, 2 the as Hand 
ae Parliament. | 5 | 


Bur! in Weis the Colonel was miſtaken ; 3 for 


the Duke knew. the King would protect him a- 
ms all the Efforts of- ** Parliament. 
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Set of Laws, framed and eſtabliſhed there ſome 
Ages fince, by ſome Merchants, and are till 


much regarded. by moſt of the commercial Na- 


tions. But it is Time to return from this 9 
e ta our firſt Purpoſe, | 


Sin John Merdaunt, who was a appointed G Ge- 

ger of the Land Forces deſigne 

this Expedition, on reviewing the Troops in the 

e of Wight, before they embark'd on Board 

the Tranſports, exhorted every Regiment to be- 
have like Britons; and to the Officers, he de- 
fired they would take with them no unneceſſary 
Baggage, as the „ N was to be very Short 

and very Sharp. Sir John was certainly a true 
Prophet with regard to the firſt Part of his Pre- 


| diction; but as to the latter, we muſt Judge of it 
by 10 the Sequel. 


to ſerve in 


Tur Forces being all kk, the Fleet ſet 


5 Sail with a fair Wind, and at length arrived in 


the Bay of Biſcay, on the French Coaſt, but at 


: a confiderable Diſtance from Land. How the 
5 6 ä to execute their Com- 


miſſions, 
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miſſions, and what their Councils and Operations 
in Conſequence thereof were, will beſt appear 
from the following Extract of a Letter from an 
Officer who was engaged in the Expedition, 


© Our Deſtination continued doubtful till the 


© 14th, when, from our bearing down in the Bay 


© of Biſcay, it became evident that we intend- 
ed for ſome Part of the Coaſt of Fance. Some 


general Orders were iſſued from on Board the 


* Ramillies on the 15th, concerning the Manner 
© in which we were intended to land, had not 
«* ſome ſtrange Fatality interpoſed. From the 
£ Courſe we ſteered, it now became evident that 


© we were defigned either againſt Rochelle or 


« Rochefort, or to make a Deſcent upon the Iſles of 
* Rhee or Oleron. On the 19th, about Eight in 
the Evening, the whole Fleet was ſurprized 
with a Signal to lay too; the Wind being fair, 
©the Night clear, and we upwards of twenty 
Leagues from the Land; and thus we continued 
* for eight Hours before we had a Signal to make 


gail. On the 2oth, about Three in the After- 


© noon, we. made the Iſle of Oleron; and ſoon 
© after, a French Man of War ſtood almoſt in 


the Middle of our Fleet; but perceiving her 


« Miſtake, bore away right before the Wind, un- 
© der all the Sail She could croud ; and there was 
* no Signal to chace till it was too late, for four of 
© our Men of War had the Pleaſure to ſee her 
* fafe into Garonne. | 


Fux next Day we beat tothe Windward off 
© the Ifle of Oleren, till towards Evening, when 
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get hoiſted Engl 15 Colduls, l and Mood in | 
ind coming ſuddenly 

head, We were obliged to to come to an An- 


& for the Land; bat 
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ene 


. Land; Wn 1 8 xr 1 e were 4 
© obliged about Nobn' to let go our Anchors, 
About Three in the Afternoon the Fleet made 


© Sail, ſteering between the Tands of Rhee and 


w Oleren, and catne again to an Anchor at Ten 
© the fame Night. Some Orders dated the 2 1ſt 


on Board he Raniillies by Sir fohn Mordaunt, 
. (concerning the Order and Diſpoſition of the 


© Officers and Soldiers, and promifing that ſuch 
© Officers and Men as Aiſtipgoiſh/d themſelves | 
© ſhould be recommended in the ſtrongeſt Man- 
© ner to his Majeſty arid the Duke) were received 
© with univerſal ACdarhtion, as indeed they were 


_ * finely calculated to inſpire the Officers with that . 
© Spirit, which is the v very. Soul of the e 89 


Time of Aion. . by 
TRE 23 * Et Fights in: the e 
4 Van of 970 Fleet ſail' towards the Aland in 
Aix, Which lies in the Mouth of the River 
t leading up to Rochefer? ; the reſt of the Ships 


viel” 


* anchoring at two Leagues Diſtance from t e 


«Iſland, Part of our Land Forces. were put on 
Shore to take Poſſeſſion of this important Iſland. 


The F ort is ſaid to have been a Piece of Vau- 
© ban's own Architecture; and when the Works 


* which were now adding towards the Sea had 


q {oa — would have' deen remarkably 
* ſtrong 


1 4 
4% 4 


6 
« ſtrong; but, in its,,preſeat Situation if Capts 


Hau had been acquainted with its Strength, he 
5 7 rather have made the Attack in his 
Long- boat than in the Magnamins; for the 
Enemy, for Want of Embraſures to cover them; 
muſt, by a few Vollies of ſmall Arms, have 
been obliged; to fly from their Guns. The 
© Circumference; of this Iſland, as near as I could 


© gueſs, is about five Eng/z/b Miles; and it pro- 


© duces nothing but a poor. Kind of Wine, which, 
for this Year, we did all in our Power to de- 
« ſtroy.. It were impoſſible to tell the Number 
« of Boat: loads of Grapes that were carried on 


Board every Ship in the Fleet. Tho' this our 


* firſt Conqueſt was of ſo little Importance, yet, 


las an Omen of further Succeſs, it gave vaſt 


g pitits to the whole Fleet. But five Days did 
e ſpend in the greateſt ſeeming Inactivity, 
© within full View of Rochelle, and the whole Coaſt. 
* I ſuppoſe out Chiefs had their Reaſons for this 
Delay; but to us, who were not in their Councils 
(which were many and frequent) it ſeem'd de- 
© ſigned to give our Enemies Time to collect their 
SSSdd%½%éͤ = 95570 nos, 908 


© Tug Cauſe: of the Delay grew every Day 
© more impenetrable ; hen on the 28th in the 
© Afternoon, the Admiral made a Signal for the 
< commanding; Officers of the Regiments to come 
© on Board the Ramz/lies, and about Eight in the 
Evening, Orders were read on Board every 


FTranſport for landing the Troops that Night, 


* though; we were then at leaſt four Miles from 
the Shore. However, the Boats were filled 
ge] 1 before 


<a + 


6 © before Midnight, 303 hs two or three | 
Hours for Signal, when we were {urprized with 
àn Order for the Troops to return to their re- 
© ſpeQive: Ships till further Orders. 'The two 
following Days were ſpent in blowing up the 
© Half finiſhed Fortifications in the Iſland of Aix; ; 
on the 1ſt of October we boldly bid Defiance to 
| © our} Enemies, and made the beſt of our Way 
„Home. In what Shape our evil Genius appear- 
$1 ſy” a N ational Bay will beſt determine.” 


un Cl of this Lecter, hidimates 2 


4 Conſeicuſnefs in the Writer, chat their Chiefs 


were far from having done their utmoſt to pro- 
cure Succeſs to this Expedition. It ſhews Iike- 
wiſe, that a great deal of Time was trifled away 
in Councils and Debates, which gave their Ene- 
mies Leiſure to collect their Forces, conſult the 
beſt Meaſures for their own Safety, and fruſtrate 


tzhoſe taken for their Deſtruction. It alſo appears, 


that the Admiral was not at all pleaſed with their 
Delays, and therefore ſummoned the general 
Officers on board his Ship, in order to bring 
them to a ſpeedy Reſult; upon which, the 
Troops were ordered to land that very Night, 
and for that Purpoſe the Men were put into 
Boats; but by ſome malevolent Spirit that pre- 
vailed in their Councils, before Morning this Or- 
dier was changed into another, for the Men to re- 
turn to their Ships again. The many Councils 
that had been daily held,” had already very much 
delayed the main Action; z and now, when they 
came to the very Point of executing the only 
Ec. F ant were ſent upon, that theſe 


1 


7) 
be found Reaſons to deter them from making the 
| leaſt Attempt, is certainly a Myſtery that ought 
to be revealed, and laid open to the very Bottom. 
And, whoever ſhall be found culpable, let him 
bear the Weight of his Country's ſevereſt Reſent- 
2 But g e e | * 


Wy ILE "ths Land- Ochsen were debaung! in 
their Council the Practicability of landing their 
Troops, Admiral Broderick was employed in 
taking the Soundings for the large Shige to cover 
the Debarkation of the Land Forces. It was 
reſolved they ſhould land by Moon-light ; and 
| when he had got every Thing ready for that 
Purpoſe, he received a Meſſage from the Gene- 
ral, that he did not think it proper to land till 


next Mornin 3 and when Morning came, the 


General ſent him Notice; that a Council of War, : 
conſiſting of Land- Officers, had reſolved not to 
land at all. Upon which the Admiral wrote to 
the General, to know whether he had any far- 


ther Service for his Majeſty's Fleet, if not, he | | 


would fail for England ls next Day.— What 
| were the ſtrong Reaſons that determined the Ge- 
neral's Council of War to this Reſolution of In- 
activity, have not yet been made public: But it 
was ſaid, that two French Priſoners gave Infor- 


mation, that the Ditch round Rochefort, which 


was ſuppoſed to be a dry Ditch, was filled to the 
Brim with Water, and that the Garriſon could 
lay the e for 15 Miles round under 
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An gögbt n no EEE can poſ 


. 5 a er to develope the myſterious Trani. 


. aQtions of our paciſio Commanders in this notable 
edition. The following is an Exiract from 

a Journal kept by an Officer on Board the Fleet 
A er Sir Edward Haute, of 'the moſt remarka- 
ble Proceedings, from the Time 1 ſet Sail 3 921 


be, a Mew Return. 8 15 1 c 
Swe. 8. we 0 f | | from TY 11 
| Ea 145 we + bore down in the Doy of e. 


FH in FS 1 * ene the Here of 
" the reſt anchoring at the Diſtance of 
about two Leagues, It was his Fire, for he 
brou ght to as cloſe to the Land as poſſible, that 
in a very ſhort Time filenced the Fort; the Bar- 


: Na fred only a few Guns. The Fort however 


Woe 


did not ſtrike its Colours till about an Hour af 
ter How: brought to. The Place might have 
bgen taken by the Magriamine s Long- boat; for 
ds there were no Embraſures, the Men had no 
- Cover, from our. Small Arms. The Fort, tho“ 
Fe by Yauban, is not finiſhed, new Works 
lately been added; which when compleated, have 
Will render it a very ſtrong Place. The Men 
- Who were ſet on Shore to take Poſſeſſion of it, got 
abombinably. drunk, inſulted the Inhabitants, laid 
wWaſte the land and brought off as many Grapes. 
as loaded many Boats. This Succeſs, however 
we it may ſeem, made the Men eager to * 


on * Continent the — _ . We 


1 uf; 29 | - 
- Sept: 24, 35 We 8. 7 — ſmall Craft wete 3 
| employ'd: in Sounding, and ſeveral Councils 5 


of War were held. As the Enemy had 


than eight Days Notice of our Deſign, the me 35 . 1 


ſenſible Part whiſper'd, that our Stay there was a 


| Feint to deceive the Enemy. We ſeemed to I 
have no good Information of "any Part wal Aj 


making a I7C—— PRs 8 


Sept. 28, For two Days paſt the e were 


obſerved to be encamped in two different Places 
near the Shore. At eight at Night, Orders were 
iſſued to be ready by twelve to go into the Boats 
to be landed. The Number to be landed at firſt, 
amounted to about 1200; when theſe were ſet 
on Shore they were to ſtand the whole Brunt of 
the Enemy, till the Boats ſnould row back to the 
Fleet, which was four Miles out at Sea, and 
bring a ſecond Embarkation. The Men went 
chearfully into the Boats by Eleven. After re- 
maining in them about four Hours, an Order 
came for their Return to their relpectte e. 


1 mod; remark u pon the latter Part of chis- 


 Accgunt; that tho“ there might not be a Suf- - 
ficiency of Water to carry our large Men of War 


4 "> C20 
* . 


nearer than four Miles to the Shore; yet ſurelß 


there muſt be Water enough to bear up the Fri- 
gates, Cutters, and other ſmall Craft much nearer: 


If ſo, 1 would be glad to know, whether ſome 
Uſe of them might not have been made to annoy 


the Enemy while our Men were landing? Befides, 


- the Tranſports, which drew much leſs Water 


than the Men of War, might, to my Thinking, 
C2- | Have 


r 


, 


14 


b | have got at leaſt, within two Miles of the Shore, 
and if the Diſtance could have been ſo much 
* lte d. the Debarkation might have been 


cform'd with much more Celerity, as well as 


p {4 ſe Danger to the Troops, who, in that Caſe, 
would not have been ſo long expos'd to the Fire 
of the Enemy, becauſe they would have been 
_ reinforced in half the Time that was 88 by 
The other 83 b 


25 em: If 8 Debarkation a have 1 
done by Moon- light, why was it deferr'd till 
Morning? Was it not probable that the Men on 
Landing would have been more ſecure from the 
Fire of the Enemy, at a Time when no certain 


Aim could be taken, and every Shot muſt be at 
random, than in broad Day-light, when they 
could level their Pieces, ſmall and great, more 
exactly to the Mark, than it was poſſible for 


them to do 15 a quivering and uncertain Light? 


Bur if the Generals had l Grounds 
(to which we are Strangers) for poſtponing the 
Affair till Day-light, pray, Why was it not un- 


dertaken then? Tf they thought it more beco- 
ming the Character of an Engli/bman to have 

- his Enemy in full View, and Face to Face, than 
to fight him in Hugger-mugger, and, as it were, 


by 2 Glimmer of a dark Lanthorn, and that 


their Courage would be much leſs conſpicuous 
than when they had both Friends and Enemies 
for the ir Spectators, why did not they take this 
more honourable Method? Was it an indifferent 
= Thing whether they _ the Attempt or not ? 


Were 


„ „ | 
Were they not ſenſible of the Conſequences of 
the good or ill Succeſs of this Expedition ? That 
in the farſt Caſe, the Enemy muſt needs be ex- 

tremely damaged; and in the Latter, that as 
much Prejudice and Diſhonour would redound to 
their native Country ? Had they no Regard to 
their own Reputation ? Was the Intereſt of the 

Nation of no Weight with them? Could neither 
the Commands of their Sovereign, nor the Ho- 
nour of the Britiſh Arms, which, through a 

Succeſſion of Ages, had been maintained with 

ſo much Valour and Glory, make no Impreſſion 
upon their timorous Souls, to make one Effort 

in ſo good a Cauſe? If you were only concerned 
for your own Safety, and the Prolongation of 
your Lives, that ſo you might have the longer 
Enjoyment of your comfortable Eſtates at Home ? 

Why did you accept a Commiſſion, which you 

knew muſt expoſe you to ſuch Dangers and Dif- 

 ficulties, as would by no Means agree with your 

Inclination to Eaſe, Pleaſure, and the luxurious 

Enjoyment of Life ? The Camp, and the Field 

of bloody Conflict, have no Temptations for thoſe 

who love Quiet and Retirement, They who are 
in Love with Arms, love them becaule they are 
the Means of raiſing them to Honour and Digni- 
ty, and of ſerving their -King and Country. 

Read the Hiſtory of England (if you have not 

yet read it) and you will find almoſt in every 

Page, ſome Example worthy your Imitation; 
of Men who never thought of Danger, when 
Glory was to be acquired either to themſelves or 

Country. Had Britons always had ſuch puſilla- 
nimous Creatures as you for their Generals in 
„ Chief, 


; ay the Battles of Atimcount, "Craſh, Pile. 


der, Blenheim, | &c; the Fame of the Beins 


Arms would never have made ſuch a noble Figure 
in Hiſtory as now it does. The Eye of the 
—— is always upon Men i in your high Sations, 
every Step they take is e with the 
icteſt Scrutiny, and both their glorious and 


inglorious Aitious- are recorded as Examples to 


Poſterity, either with Encomiums for their exal- 
ted Virtue and heroic Deeds, or with Marks of 
Contempt and Reprobation, for their Succeſſors 


to avoid, as they would Perſons infected with a 
Plague. The — Paſſion of a true Patriot is 
the Intereſt of his Country, with which, no 


other Conſideration comes in Competition. This 


is the Object to which his Aims and Ends, his 


Thoughts and Actions are ſolely directed. This, 
if he can obtain, he takes more real Satisfaction 
in, than the Miſer in his Heaps of Wealth, or 

the Man of Pleaſure in the moit voluptuous Gra- - 


0 tification of his Senſes. But to whom am I talk- 

Ing? Why, to Men who ſeem as little inſpired 
with theſe exalted Sentiments, as the Pedlar's 
As that carries his Wares, is ſenſible of their Va- 


lue: To Men who bear a Commiſſion, but 
ſeem to have as little Knowledge of the Impor- 

tance of it, as the Ship that is freighted with 
the Merchant's Goods, knows the Port to which 
it is bound, or the e of the —_ Our 
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Tux following eber from an Officer. on 
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„ WT. 5 
Ba es, $ will ov us s ſome farther bee 
af 7 43 * | 
4173 be 
lf Arran telling 3 W ers, 4. chis 
7 Writer to his Friend, Þlmagine you will not be a 
© little curiqus to hear that of our Expedition, which 
in every Light is a proper . of Curioſity, 
Las I believe there are few amongſt us can account 
© for all the Proceedings of our great ones fince 
©we arrived here. All I can ſay is, that after 
cd taking the Iſle of Aix, inſtead of immediate 
Orders to land on the Continent, we were ſur- 
* priged to hear of a general Council of War of 
Land and Sea Officers, and ſtill more to hear, 
that the intended Attack on Rochefort, which 
was now known to be the Object of the 
1 . was not practicable. It ſtruck a 
ä neral Damp upon us all, as I never ſaw either 
in Officers or Soldiers greater Spirit or Deſire to 
eme to Action. Ai Aſtoniſhment was 
much greater, as we had the higheſt Opinion of 
| Dur Commanders both at Sea and Land, who 
© are all Men of known Valour and Experience. | 
Some Th 0 or e 225 Proc 1 be 
5 *Uleared vp © 


1 * 3 


be” Arg 825 his - Yay colder be were + 
> And after many Dabates, 5 Was re- 


0 Y Biene tand in che Night of the 28th, when 
'" <the Troops were a actually in their Boats for that 
Purpoſe; I mean the ee of ee eee, | 


_ * fiſting of: Some i880 en ;buta ſtrong Eaſter- 
| I Whhd'ifp inging . 1 and . 
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1 ( 24) 
< ed;\ that the Boats which were towed, PR" 
e hardly make Head againſt Wind and Tide, that 
© it muſt be Day-light before the firſt Diviſion 
© could: get-on Shore, and that the ſecond would 
ebe at leaſt fix Hours after them; on which it 
was reſolved to lay aſide the Attempt for that 
Night, as it was impoſſible for ſo ſmall a Body 
as the firſt Diviſion to land and maintain them- 
© ſelves when an Alarm was given, eſpecially fo 
near Rochelle; * * they could have no Pro- 
s tection from the Men of War, who lay near 
two Leagues off. This we all underſtand; but 
© not ſo eaſily why the Attack was not made the- 
« following Night, or, ſome other Diſpoſition, 
© the next Day. It was rumour'd,: that Camps 
©and Intrenchments were ſeen on the Coaſt, and 
© that the Time was thought ſo very critical, that 
* what was thought adviſeable on Wedneſday 
was no longer ſo on Thurſday. . Of theſe 
© Niceties we inferior Officers do not pretend 
to judge. However, after mature Deliberation, 
Lit was certainly determin'd that this was to be 
| - © our laſt 8 and that the Fleet and Army 
gere to return with all poſſible Expedition from 
© whence they came, which we are Preparing to 
0 do. 1 - 


* 


P. 8. pl Ninn: I oats the Sa I have. re- 
© ceived ſeveral Hints that a little clear up Part of 
my Suſpicions, in regard to the Conduct of our 
Generals, particularly, that they were not fur- 
* niſhed with Artillery to attack Rochefort; that 
« the Place had a large and high Rampart. and 


X n B anch * could not be aſ- 
| eee 3 


| 7 


«© faulted; certainly the Enemy had been long 
© alarmed ; there muſt be a good Garriſon there; 


©and being full Moon and clear Weather, the 
c Night were as light as Day, ſo that it was im- 
o 


poſſible to ſurprize it. If theſe Things are 
© true, I can only lament the Fate of Command- 


ters who are ſent on ſuch lame Expeditions, and 


© ſo ill provided. Though I can ſcarce believe 
tour Miniſtry fitted out ſuch a Force, to ſurprize 
© a Place 300 Leagues Diſtance, and eſpecially 
© after ſo long Delay and Alarm. Here is ano- 


| © ther Myſtery to clear up: But, Tam yet to 


© learn, why, if the immediate Attack on Roche- 
* fort was not adviſeable, ſome other Attempts on 


© the River or the Iſland were not made, which, 


© would ſure have been preferable to lying ſo long 
idle in the Bay. | | 4 


FRoM this Letter it appears, that the Proceed- 


ings of the ſuperior Officers, who had the Com- 


mand of the Fleet, and who had the Direction 
of this great Enterprize, were ſo myſterious and 


involved, that it was impoſſible for any Body, 


except thoſe who were in their Councils, to form 


any tolerable Judgment of their Drift and De- 
ſign. It was evident to every Body, that by de- 
laying the Attack, it would every Day become 


more difficult, the Spirits of the Army (a Cir- 


cumſtance not to be neglected) would be apt to 
flag, under an Apprehenſion that their Generals 


were fearful of the Event, and that the faireſt 


Opportunity we haye had ſince the War began, 
of wounding the Enemy in the moſt ſenſible Part, 


might poſſibly be loſt, 5 heſe were Conſidera- 


> 6 tions 


> — 


* 


| =}... 

Hons that wete obvious to every one who made 
the leaſt Reflection on the Situation of the Fleet, 
and the Condu@ of the Commanders at that 
Juncture. What the Thoughts and Views of 

. | theſe Gentlemen then were, and upon what 
SBrounds and Motives they fo long retarded the 
xecution of their projected Plan, will appear 

from the Minutes of their Councils of War, and 
other Papers and Vouchers, which no Doubt 
will be Rid before, and ſtrictly examined in a 
Court CCC 


As the Retardation, and conſequently the to- 
tal Loſs of the Enterprize, probably proceeded 
from Difference of Opinion in the Councils of 
War; and as there have been ſeveral Inſtances, 

where the public Service has ſuffered through a 
Perſonal Pique between the Land and Sea Com- 
manders in Chief, or at leaſt from their differing: 
in Judgment, with regard to the fitteſt Meaſures 
to be taken for carrying on their Operations, it 
_ ſeems highly neceſſary that ſome Method ſhould. 
= thought. of, to prevent ſuck fatal Strokes in 
"me to come. Suppoſe, for this Purpoſe, that 
the ſupreme Power was lodged in one Perſon of 
| known Abilities, in any future Enterprize 2 
Would not this anſwer the End? The Admiral 
in Chief, and commanding Officer, ſhould each 
give their Counſel and Opinion, what may or 
may not be moſt” feaſible to be done, and then 
He (the Supreme in Command) determine ac- 
cording as it appears moſt conducive to the Suc-. 
ceſs of the Action in Hand. Blake; of famous 
Memory, was both Admira and Generai, and 
1 * 4 e 5 ns | . _ had 


| „„ 
| had the ſole Direction of every Enterprize he 
took in Hand; and who is the-Sea-Commander 
that ever acquired more Glory to himſelf and his 
Country than he did ? | N 


Tu Accounts we have hitherto given of this 
Expedition, have been collected chiefly from the 
Liter of ſome Officers on Board the Fleet ; and 
the Advices they contain we have the leſs Reaſon 
to doubt the Truth of, as they agree in the 
Main with that publiſhed by Authority on the 

Return of the Fl leet ; which take as follows: 


25 Whitehall, O#. 8. Yeſterday an A 
© was received, that the Fleet and Tranſports un- 
« der the Command of Sir Edward Hawke, were 
* arrived at St. Helen's, having failed from Baſque 
Road on the iſt Inſtant. On the 23d of Sep- 
tember, Sir Edward Hawhe ordered "_ Vice- 
Admiral, with his Diviſion, compoſed of the 
* Magnanime, Barfleur, Neptune; 75 rbay, and 
Noyal William, Frigates, Bomb- Veſſels, Fire- 

+8 ©hips, and Cutters, to attack the Iſle of Aix, 
bet weeen the Iſlands of Rhee and Oleron. | 


TRE Magnanime led, and about Twelve the 
Fire began from the Fort, with Shells and great 
© Guns, and continued while our Ships approach- 
ed, till about ten Minutes after One, when the 
_ " Magnanime brought up within leſs than 40 
© Yards of the Fort, where ſhe kept an inceſſant 
Fire for about 35 Minutes, as did the Barfleur, 
* which brought up about 5 Minutes after her, 


abreaſt of the Fort. 


c 15 7 


91 © ABouT 


2] T6 1 9 
. *AzouT three Quarters after One the Firing 
© ceaſed, the Garriſon having ſtruck their Colours 


© and ſurrendered. They had in the Fort 8 


© Mortars of about 14 Inches Diameter, and 30 
Guns; fixteen of which were 18, and the Re- 
* mainder about 14 Pounders. The Magnanime, 
though damaged in her Rigging, Yards and 
© Maſts, yet had only two Soldiers killed, and 


© ſeven or eight wounded. The Works of this 
Fort have been ſince blown up. 1 


Ox the 29th of September, the Reſolotion 


| © was taken to return to England, no Attempt. 


© having been made to land on the Coaſt of 


Tb 


uh > 


© Tr is not eaſy to expreſs the Surprize, the In- 
dignation and Reſentment, which People of all 


. Ranks and Degrees diſcovered on the News of 
the Return of the Fleet, without having effected 
any Thing of Conſequence, But, when it was 


publickly known, in what Manner this Expedi- 


tion had been conducted, that ſo little had been, 


done to annoy the Enemy, and that no Attempt 


Had been made on the Place which was the chief 


Object of its Deſtination, the whole Nation was 
in a Ferment; and though Nobody knew on 
whom directly to place the Blame, yet, as is uſual 
in Miſcarriages ſo notorious, they preſently turn- 
ed their Eyes ro the Miniſters who planned the 
Scheme, and therefore were ſuppoſed to be guilty 
of ſome ſiniſter Practices, and though they ſeem- 
ed ſolicitous to have it executed to its full Extent, 
yet having ſome By-ends to ſerve, „ 
8 . wit 


(29 ) 

with the national Intereſt, the Commanders had 
' ſecret Inſtructions to make a Parade, form unſur- 
mountable Difficulties, and ſo return. One Cauſe 
ſuggeſted was, that if we proceeded with Vigour, 
and any conſiderable Damage was done to the 
Enemy, the French wou'd for ever keep Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Han—r; or, if they cou'd not, that 
they would lay it waſte from End to End. This 
Notion but too generally prevail'd, to the Pre- 
adice not only of the Miniſters, but of his 
0 himſelf, who, it was thought, preferr'd 
the Safety of his G—- Dominions to the moſt 
important Intereſts of England. To wipe off 
jo foul an Aſperſion, and to confute ſo malicious 
and ill- grounded a Surmize, it was judg d neceſ- 
ſary to convince the World, that thi Miſcarriage 
of the Expedition was no Way imputable to the 
Miniſtry, or any higher Authority. For which 
Purpoſe the following Copy of a Letter was 

inſerted in the London Gazette, 


 WHITEHALL, Od. 15, Copy of a 
Letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt to Sir Edward 
Hale, and to Sir John Mordaunt, dated White- 
hall, Sept. 15, 1757, diſpatched by the Viper 
Shop, and received by them on Board the Ramil- 
lies the 22d of September. 


„„ 
© His Majeſty, by his ſecret Inſtructions, 
© dated the 5th Day of Augu/ laſt, having direc- 
© ted the Return of the Fleet under your Com- 
© mand, together with the Land Forces on Board, 
« ſo as to be in England at, or about, or as near 


1 5 7 30 . | 
= . * be, the End of September, wle the 
. Circumſtances of the Ships and Forces, ſhall 


« neceſſarily require their Return ſooner”; <] am 
no to ſignify to you the King's Pleaſure, that 
« you do not conſider the above- mention d Time, 
« limited for your Return, as intended, in an- 
Manner, to affect, or interfere with the fl 
Execution of the firſt and principal Object o 
« the Expedition; namely, Attempting, as far 
8e as it hal be foang- Practicable, a Deſcent on 
the French Coaſt, at or Br Rochefart, 1 in or- 
« der to attack, if practicable, and by a vigorous 
* Impreſſion, force that Place, and to burn and 
* deſtroy to the utmoſt of your Power, all 
Shipping, Docks, Magazines, and Arſenals, 
* — Wall be found there, and exert ſuch other 
1 Efforts, as ſhall be judged moſt proper for 
' «© annoying the Enemy. And with regard to 
« any other particular Attempt, x ket, — 1 
* to your Orders, you ſhall. have commenced, 
and in the Execution whereof you ſhall be ac- 
e tually engaged, it is alſo his Majeſty's Pleaſure, 
that you do not deſiſt from, or break up the : 
« ame, merely and ſolely on Account of the 
Time limited for your Return, by the Inftrucy 
tions above-mentioned ; and that, nothwith- 
« ſtanding the ſame, you do continue, with the 
Fleet, ſuch a farther Number of Days, as may 
« afford a competent Time, for the Completion 
* of any Operations under the above Circum- 
« ſtances ; after which. you are to take Care and 
return, with the Fleet under your Command, 
© and the Forces, on Board, in the Manner di- 
* rected by your former. Inſtructions, 7 


1 —_— W. Parr. 
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Hg hen wee les the Miniſtry entitely dear 
from the Imputation of the leaſt Defign' to te- 

tard or fruſtratè the Enterprize ; ſo fat from it, 
that it affords a ſtrong Proof of their ſincere and 
earneſt Deſire that it ſhould ſuceed. As Mr, 
Pitt is ſuppoſed to have had a chief Hand | in 
plannin da Expedition, fo the bad Succeſs that 
del 1 it, may eafily be imagin'd, the mote 
deeply affected (ig The e 
upon to conduct it, wete Men in great eputa- 
tion for theit Probity, Courage, and Expetience, 
and the Forces under their Command were 
judg'd ſufficient to accompliſh the Buſineſs they 
| were ſent upon. Norwich ſtanding which, to 
have an Enterprize of ſuch Importance, the fk 
concerted fince his late coming into the Mini- 
ſtry, blaſted with fuch evident Tokens of 
Timdity and ill Management, was enoùgh to 
ve I down- his Spirits, and make him deſpair, 
| his beſt Endeavours, ever to do his Cot. 

any confiderable Service. The following 
Fetter, which was handed about at Barb, is a 
Proof of his inexpreſſible Grief for the Mü 
carriage of the late e on the Coaſt * 


France. . 
8 4% ; ; 5 " — 1 1 — 
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Der- Sr, , e Oy 1 
I have this Morning feceiv'> a | LU IN 
a Me. Pitt, which begins with laying, _ that 
« his Heart was broke.“ 
* appears, that the Sr f Hoi France, 
upon the Approach of the Engliſh Fleet 
not to be imagin'd; that or Anais ale. 


N Boaſt of che _ there were * 4000 fegt 
lar 


" 4-8) 
© lar. Troop upon the Coaſt ; whereas the Num- 
© that we ſent was 10,000. That upon the Ar- 
e rival of the Fleet off Rochefart, the King's own 
© Guards were ſent away by forced Marches, who 
© however could not have arrived till the 1oth of 
this Month (October) at the very ſooneſt ;. 

_ © which would have been 16 Days after our Men 
© ought to have landed. That this Terror was 
« ſo great amongſt the French, that the Fort we 
c 0 defended itſelf only 34 Minutes, tho' but 
"© two Ships; Capt. How and Capt. Greaves, at- 


 _ ©tacked it; the Complements of which was not 


above one Third more than the Garriſon : That 
© © notwithſtanding this ſurprizing Succeſs, which 
© happen'd on the 27th, they all agreed to come 
© back on the 29th, without ſo much as attemp- 
* ting to land, or to execute the wh, — were 
1 {ent with. „ 


Bur perhaps, all that has been ſaid to ratify - 
our Miniſters, and clear them from contributing 
to our late Diſgrace, ſome will call a mere 
; Grimace, and an Artifice, to ſcreen: their ſecret 
iniquitous Practices from the View of the Pub- 
lic. In order therefore to ſet the Matter in as 
clear a Light as poſſibly I can, and that the Sad- 
dle may be laid upon the right Horſe, I will ex- 
tract a few Paragraphs from a Pamphlet wrote 

* one who was a Voluntier in the en. 


Ar I may, ſays the Writer, entirely re- 
move all Suſpicion of the Expedition having 
been originally intended only as a Sham Armas. 


by "Ps or that v we were influenced by Hare. 
© verian 


: an Con y y not be amiſs” to 
1 4 hy Public upon what Grounds the Ex- 
< pedition was founded. Know then, that ſome 
© Years ago, the Gentleman Who accompanied 
aus in the Capacity of chief Engineer, had, in 
© his Travels: thro' France, an Opportunity, by 
- £6 Complailance of the Governor of  Roche- 
« fort, of taking a deliberate View of that Place. 
He ſaw ſeveral Ships then upon the Stocks, and 
< a conſiderable. Quantity of naval Stores, He 
< likewiſe: obſerved the Fortifications to be ex- 


TY tremely weak, and in many Places unfiniſhed. 


This he lately communicated to the Miniſtry, 
and gave it as his Opinion, that Rochefort was 
in no Condition of Defence; that it might 
b «eaſily be taken by Aſſault; and the Shipping 
and Stores as cally deſtroy d. He confeſſed, 
* that for Fear his Papers might be ſearched; 
* he had not dated to take a Plan of the Works; 
but that he could ſufficiently depend upon his 
Memory, to aſſert poſitively the Truth of what 
_ £ he had faid. There needs no extraordinary 
Sil in Bones to. conceive how: much our 
*:Sneceſs\ in ſuch an Attempt would have diſ- 
f troſſed the Enemy. The Miniſtry gave Ear 
510 his Deſign and the neceſſary Preparations 
were accòrdlingly made; which, tho' they were 
* undoubtedly expenſive, yet, if we had done 
55 IJ am convinced the Deſign would 
have been found ren ee e 
Torn wo ext. „ | 
| © T have, indeed 0 great an Fr ip of our 
fHaval Power; That I have often been ſurpriaed 


c α Ido not more * e it in this 


N 5 | * Manner, 


— 15 
Wo 


=_  :-. n 
Manner. 1a am ſure, at leaſt we might keep their 
Armies at Home to guard their Coaſts, if we 
did but uſt our Strength. ſo far af to make * 
* afraid of our Fleets. We have in general, 
dreadful an Opinion of Forts and * —̃ 
©] ſcarce believe there is a Sea: port i in the World 
_ © that might not be taken by naval Force. Sup- 
poſe, for Inſtance, inſtead of falling down to 
t the Bottom of the Bay, we had dared to attack 
Bre, might not the Land Forces have been 
d diſembarked at a Diſtance from the Place, fo 
eas to have. ftormed it at the ſame Inſtant that 
the Ships began. to fite? Is it not almoſt certain 
that, in the Surprize, they would have ſurren- 
5 dered ? I own it would have appeared a daring 
- © Enterprize; ſo much the better, ſo much greater 
_ + How Aſtoniſhment, and, conſequently; ſo much 
_ ' -©the greater our Proſpect of ſucceeding. How 
tm many Inſtances: have we in Hiſtory, of great 
V Attempts ſucceeding, merely becauſe they were 
thou _ imp ace by the Enemy? Thus 
ky I know, at leaſt, at a deſperate Situa- 
tion, like ours, requires deſperate Means of Re- 
ne lief. And let not any one imagine, from what 
bee ſhall read in this Famphlet, that ve have no 
|  *-Seeds of true Valour lef amongſt us; on the 
contrary, I am convinced from what I have 
_ © ſeen; even upon this Expedition, that our 
Army in general is equal to any Undertaking ; 
nor am I leſs certain that there may be found 
EN Commanders, that would quiver. our moſt 
2 Sanguine Expectation. 
_ - © ſhould be gald oaths Genel upon thi . 
1 : Ex dition, * _ they 


- 


W 5 

1 « flect coolly upon what paſſed, they G not re- 
collect their having 1 admitted a 
© certain Gentleman into their Councils (I do 
not lay. he is an Engliſhman) who had no 
© Command ? Are they now e Willy their 


. * having liftened to him * 


Preh hence i it Appears, . our Miniſters, 
were well inform'd of the State of Rochefort, 

that an- Attack upon it was ſo far from being 
impracticable, that there would have been no 
great Difficulty in taking it by Aſſault; that the 
heme of the Expedition was well laid, and that 
there was all the Reaſon in the World to expect 
a happy Iſſue to it, had it been as well executed. 
Why it did not turn out to Expectation, the 
Writer ſeems to intimate in the laſt Paragraph. 
There was, it ſeems, a fly Snake in the Graſs, 
a falſe Brother had · crept into their Councils with 
a Defign to puzzle, confound, and render abor- 
tive their wiſeſt Conſultations. If this be true, 
it was certainly a ſad Overſight amongſt our 
Chiefs, and great Weakneſs to ſuffer themſelves 
to be influenced by one, who, properly, had no 

Buſineſs amongſt them, fince he had no Com- 


mand. 25 


| "Ir his bel bee kim. that a Difference 
of Opinion among the Officers, in the Councils 
of War held off Rochefort, was the Occaſion or 
principal Cauſe of the Miſcarriage of the Under- 
taking. It may not be amiſs therefore if we 
enter a little into the Nature of this Sort of 
5 Which inſtead of being GY; but 
Won af Es Te too 


600 * godd 
Deſign. The Author of a Paper call d the 
Fat iat x has . us a got * 1 F b 


= hap Orders. W 


the nen, of: bis own: J de 


0 * 1 
pre ve daſti Ulle to 


1 1 0% . oh f 3. 5 Winnt 5 
4. 10 T ah lately W FAY . 


_  fays' this Writer, to have the grand Bulineſs of 
the Nation retarded at Home by Party Debates, 
and the Succeſs of her Arms N ele e 

* me. e Countil * Oe + 7% 


6 Mines: Wee in Chief holds dach 


Councils, to deliberste whether, or not, he ſhall 
carry his Orders into Execution, there is certain- 


ly great e to entertain Su e wy tis 


| hot gen 9 Wile Y 12 pry” 9 * 5 re 3 5 1 Ne 


PS — np 5 e Diooipdipg we 0 


be led to conclude, that he is 1 0 afraid of 


doing his Duty, or that he has received ſome 


Secret Counter - Orders to Warrant his Inactivity, 
and that therefore he chuſes to ſereen himſelf 
under the Reſolutions: of a Council of War, as 
A Leden Pretext for not 4 4 his watt 


+ 


7 


„IND BEP it may be prudent in a General, to 


adviſe with his Officers, about the particular 


Means of executing Orders; but whether it is ad- 
viſeable to execute them, 'dr not, 4 10 


i 725 TOP is s caly to conceive, that 6] a 0 mm „ 
in Chief, intimates Bis ä TR the infer] ior 


4 


— 


Otticers, OY 


a pens n 
- OR 727 he will find no great Difiiculty i in pros 
- curing a Majority to acquieſce in his Opinion, 
Beſides, the very calling a Council of War to de- 
liberate. whether he ſhall execute his Orders, or 
not, is a ſufficient, Intimation, that he is inclined 
to pacific Meaſures ; and in ſuch Caſe, no doubt, 
the inferior Officers will not fail to adapt their 
Advice to the General's Diſpoſition ; 30 7 Few 
are animated with ſuch Enthuſiaſtic Valour, as 
to giye their Votes for braving the Dangers, of 
| War, when their General affords them ſo hand- 
ſome a Plea. for Keeping: out of Harga's Way. 


TY Fay # 4+ 
«Tp the N Reafous are not ee A 


which induced the Conductors of the late Expe- 
dition to return without attempting to perfotm 
the intended Service, we can never . to ſuc- 


Sin au Kate Undertaking, 


. PA of their Orders have been inſerted i in 
7 the Gazette, for the public Information and Sa- 
tisfaction, and the Publication does Honour to 
the decretary who ſubſcribed them. We are not 
now under the Adminiſtration of a Miniſter who 
will countenance Falſhood, or ſeek to e 
n 
45 We are 9". by in _ Ganerte, 88 and in 
 genuoudly, that no Attempt had been made to 
land; and, as they were bound up by their Or- 4 
ders, to make a Deſcent if practicable, they have 
certainly acted in direct Breach of their Duty, 
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dere that impractical, which r dae 22 n 
of N Tealthie. | Fi wo 
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466PP\ ieiſagrecable1 to o reed, that 2 moſt 
once more be” diſturbed with the melancholy 
Parade of a Court Martial; for frequent Court 
Martials are ſure Indications wee wore DE 'of 


Mi — arte.” 


Nee un it is to ona wag this eee 


 Inftance of itt Conduct, will vndergo'the Cogni- 


- zance of a higher Jadicatory ; ; and that the Par- 
| Lament will e into * e Traglac- „ 


tion. = 


* 4 : 9 4 : * 2 


* As th Meeting oF a great it Aﬀembly is is near 
at Hand (this Paper was — iſhed a little before 
their Meeting) it is much to be wiſhed, that in- 
ſtead of waſting our Time in vague Conjectures 
and ineffectual Exclamations, we would apply 
1 to make Remonſtrances to our ſeveral 
preſentatives, and earneſtly intreat them ſtu- 


* and vigorbuſly to inveſtigate the Cauſe of 
| his" dial 


meful Event, by W of a fraud . 
* * . e e HE 108 4 N * , | 5 5 


| #Spem anApplication ** their Conttimaents, | 


win animate their Zeal; and when they meet in 
Parliament, may no Party L Diſſentions diſtract 
their Councils: Such perſonal Diſagreements are 


always Prejadicial to the 3 but * ne 


now vs beate 115 5 + 5 3 5 
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ne No Parliament ever EE under uch 


critical Cireumſtances; the Kingdom has this 
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: 


S. 
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w PS 


Year ht * eight Millions and a Half, 
only to. purchaſe Loſſes and Diſgrace. . Freſh 
Supplies, and large ones too, muſt be raiſed next 

| Year; and can it be ſuppoſed, that in the preſent 

_ © declining; State of public Credit, People will be 


forward to contribute, unleſs paſt Injuries are pu- 


niſhed, and they perceive a en, e 
fore Amendment ? WR gt 


4 1 4 2 
” % 


0 Tax Fate af this Nation will e de 
pend on the Operations of the enſuing Sell ions. 


Let the dark Schemes, which have baffled the 


Hopes of the Public, and fruſtrated the ſpirited 
and well directed Efforts of a 1 e Minſky, 
be dragged into Licht. NM 


: „TRE Parliamentary Enquiry will now be r re- 


verſed, and inſtead of defending the People 


againſt the Abuſes of the Miniſtry, we hope they 


ill one 5 "IM i for the Sake * Lan 


5 5 1 N 1 Ai! 7. ; : : 78 ff 


„ EST. 


: IE: — N: os Kg "= 1 . 


rience. the Nation is injured, both in its 


Honour and Intereſt, who fo proper to do WF 
5 Mes. as its own . Erarthe ad 


Tat Mt, of ſuch. an e woul, 
ar'd, long ere this, in. iN one. 
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MY * 8 " g 
Sahne to dhe Throne, had the city o 


aalche Way; which in all Lee N * 


Have depend, bot for the following Realan, 
"ON Friday, Now. 4 "e's Court of une 


5 Obel at Cuba, a Motion was made to ad- 
drefs his Majeſty on the Miſcarriage of the late 


Expedition to the Coaſt of France; when the 
Lord. Mayor, inform d the Court, That on 


| „Ander Evening Ofober 1, Milian Blair, 


*Efq; one of the Clerks of his Majeſty's moſt 
2 Honourable Privy Cduncil, came 0 the Manſion- 
nouſe, and Amed Dini, that he, Waited on 
«rhe Lord Mayor to let Him know, his Majeft 
© had given proper Directions for an Equity 


_ © be forthwith made into the Behaviour of the 


* commanding. Officets in the late Expelition 

* zpdinſt Promte, "2nd, the Cine of the Miſcar. 

* Huge of ther Gl Expedition; and, that be 
Enquiry wotild be e on and "Profechted © 


to that Effect. bah o Fan after ſome ſhort 
0 ate, the Nation was winnen en, # fic tip 
f 2 ien {| N N 9 | OY 10 
et made Pe ge 
it ſuch- An. 82 1 
; be müde They oe ke 
viſe equally ſeofi 4 5 a whs 
Rad ſo clearly ener lee ti would Hot 
Eiren the Pablic il hi bitofict ; 
by what Means A Scheine To ell faid, fo:-promit- = 
fing of Succeſs, ſo well calculated to wound the 
Fuße and Fedeem the Hoflodt of the Naton, 
Del Sl — exebuitec, The Waere 
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c wi 70 utmoſt Expedition and Vigour g: oor 


| 0 411 

general were. alſo Eos, how ſeverely the for- 
mer Miniſtry had been cenſured by Admiral 
Byng and his Friends, 1 gofend by moſt Peo- 


ple, for being one Caufe, *and not the leaſt, of 
the ill Kay | of the Mediterranean Expedition. 
And as theſe ſucceeded in their Places upon the 
encral Complaint of the impolitic Meaſures of 
the former, in the Management of the national 
Concerns. Theſe were piqued in Honour, to 
clear themſelves from ſuch an ignomincus Impu- 
tation, eſpecially in one of the firſt Acts of their 
Adminiſtration, and to convince the World, that 
our Government. does not want Heads nor Hearts 
to ſerye their Country, in Reſpect to the direc- 
tive Part; and as to the We the whole 
Kingdom ſhould be Witneſs, that, ſo far from 
countenancing or favouring any of their Officers, 
in Reſpect to their high Birth, or noble Alli- 
ances, who ſhall be found negligent of their 
Duty, nothing ſhould ſcreen” them from the 
ſtricteſt Examination of their Conduct, or from 
a Puniſhment par uy to their rien, who 


ſhould be found gui 2 5 


Ir was not long be del ore the Royal Promiſe be- 
gan to operate; for Board of Enquiry, conſiſting 
of ſome General Officers, Se. was nn 


appointed to eng 
er who con Khanded the Ted ode in the 
te ſecret Expedition. They met for the firſt 


Time, on Tj 1420 N a, 155 LN 
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85 e Je a: on A. e 
The Jcurnals Teas wets kept on Board the Fle 
during * Exj editiof, and the Minutes of the 
"Counts of War, 5 Which were ſome floti id 

jeeches of a Sea Commander were introduced; 

But as thoſe Minutes were not properly authenti- : 
_ cated,” they were diſallowed. General M—=—2 
read 175 5 1 and then P Board ad 


„„ id % 
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FO M ae . Rs B wat, kay Aer 12 
2 0 When 5 . read his Defence; 
Aid it heing alledged, pay Adm Br——2 
_ tad writ tten a Letter to Adin--t 1 which . 
An ew d to the General, before he ſent it, de- 
thing it to be his Opinion, that che firſt Em- 
1 Jar Eaton might hive been landed, and the Tran? 
4 Tports. returneg- by: Break of Day; . the Admiral 
Was called in add examined concerning fuc 
Letter, hen he” proved” the AMY 6 
true. 305 5 7 ally 1 | MISTING _ n 
Oetz N ini 19117 454. 29 8 Gere 13 i715 1179 04 8 
4 the Duke of "Melts! as Prefdent, 
aſxed ſeveral curious and negeſſar ueſt ions of 
| the, eteral, e theic 12 0 ee 
5 written Jown, 5 . oy hh 10 6 ty oe I Gas 15 
ſe "ap. yer 1 aka: carte in, at the Ge: 
1 hetafz. Reg veſt,” 4 75 unined' as tob 55 0 ino 
wes About uche and fl Attack of F dort PK 
| To e Plate]; which was pool 8 4 Paal 


n _ Retreat, if the Troops ſhoutd not*ftceeed in the 


ck of Rechefort. The Colonel, on his Ex- 
don, ſaid, that the Men roigfht 4. 
ed 


* 


| (44) 

ed near | Chatelaillon, notwithſtanding the Battery 
of ſix Guns at Eaſt ; but that their Landing 
might have been prevented by ſo ſmall a Force 
as 1000 Foot, and 3 or 400 Hotſe, becauſe there 
were many Sand-Hills, which the Forces AK 
Landing would be obliged to climb. As to 
Fort 3 it was his Opinion it might have 
been carried by Storm; as to the beſt of his 
Knowledge, it was a weak one, there being on- 
iy a Platform of 24 Embrazures towards the 
Water-Side; and as it was bn a Peninſula, it 
might be attacked on all Sides, - while the Ships 
lay before it; that Capt. had offered to 
batter it with his Ship, and that he propoſed a 
Feint towards Rothelle and the Iſle of Rhee, dur- 
ing the Landing and Attack. The Colonel'was 
then ordered to withdraw, and the Board pro- 
ceeded to the Examination of Admiral ,, 
who affirmed; that Fouras could not be annoyed 
or battered by the Ships, for that the Bomb- 
Veſlels could not come nearer than three Miles, 
and a Bomb could not be thrown above two 
Miles and three Quarters, tho' charged with all 
the Powder requiſite. He added, that the little 
Veſſel in which he went to reconnoitre the 
Fort, was a- ground five Times in the Hour. 
The Generals then read ſome Inſtructions 
which had been given them by Sir John 2 88 
and then the en 2 to T1 a 


| - Ont Tugfdoy the 1 5th, 2 Meſlage was EY 

foom Sir John J., by a Colonel of the 
Guards, ape the Board, that the Inſtruc- 
tions which had. been. Ny" on. Monday, as given 
I by 


* 


| 0441, 

| wht him to the Genorals; were given not as Com- 
mands, but as Advice, and were founded on the 
Knowledge Which he had acquired by 1778 

| rience ; "which. ny generally: ane ec. 

2 8 
1 Th Beard then proceeded to examine Cal. 
5 Ole, who ſaid, that he was confirmed in the 

Opinion he had given in to the C—n—] before 

he went on the Expedition, by the Engineer 

Commandant, and a Fiſherman he took at the 
Ide of Ax, all of whom he was very particular 
wich Re drew, he faid, with his Pencil before 
the Engineer, that Part of Rochefort which was 

the weakeſt when he was there; and the Engi- 
neer confirmed, that there had been no Altera- 

tions ſince; and that the dry Ditch could not be 

. overflowed by Reaſon of the Inequality of the 
Sround. He added, that the Pilot on Board the 

: Magnanime, . offered to pilot them into the Ri- 
g 5 N which, N een Was 1 1 
| Ca 3 „ N 
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$3 SED 
| Apo, ne o Clock, the W 6 
| en ed, Lord G— S—— made a ſhort Speech, 
an that the moſt diſagreeable Thing, 
next being tried himſelf, was that of being ap- 
pointed to ſit on an Enquiry into the Conduct of 
' _ Gentlemen, whoſe. Courage and Fidelity had 
been ſaq often tried. Sir F— M—— then thank- 
ed the Board for their Candour and 728 * 
and concluded with the n Weh: 
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| (45), 

« jeſty 's Service, in the Conduct of this Expe- 
« dition; and I have ſubmitted myſelf voluntarily 
“ and readily to this Examination. I deſire no 
«) Favour or Partiality, and I know I ſhall have 
« the moſt exact Juſtice,” in the en ſais W | 
Ee "Ne Bean ow * hs | 


7 


cc 1 APPREHEND, Fas an u Enquiry i into he 
e whole Conduct of an Expedition, without any 
ec Accuſation formed, r any Charge laid, is a 
« Proceeding not quite common; and howevet 
<« free from Guilt a Man may. feel himſelf, there 
cc are few who can ſtand ſo ſtrict an Examination. 
6 „ne! is nothing but the high Opinion F 
cc "have both of the Juſtice and Candour of this 
© Board, could make me eaſy in ſuch a Situa- 
t tion. I therefore hope you will be indulgent 
e to my Errors, but I defire no Mercy for Gail, 
ce r known Diſobedience, and with theſe Sen- 
ö timents 1 ſubmit ow a to the Court” 


7 Tune Board of Enquiry (it chu be geh 
was not appointed to try, acquit, or condemn 
any Perſon, or to give their deciſive Judgment 
upon the Caſe before them; but only to make a 

general Enquiry into the Conduct of the Expe- 

dition; which, as it had not anſwered the Hopes 
and Expectations of the Public, nor any Attempt 
been made upon the Place, which was the prin- 
cipal Object of its Deſtination, it was judged ne- 
ceſſary, that the Conductors of it ſhould give 
their Reaſons why they had not accompliſhed the 

1 they were ſent upon; and the Board 
Wl were 
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them to his Majeſty ;\ who; upon a fair and im- 
Partial Report af them, would be able to judge 
whether tley were valid, or not, or whether 
_ there. weren ſufficient Grounds to charge the 
commanding Officers, and which of them, with 
Delinquency, 0, if ſo, to deliver them over to 


my 1 


F Wa ar Repo the Bourg 3 to 1 Maj, 


| the Public has not been informed; but there is 
ſuſſſeient Ren ſon tp Be «ij it was: far ng 
beingdayeurable to the Gen cauſe a Court- 
Martial is actually appointed 5 151 15 Trial ; where, 
0 Doubt, this intricate and puzled Agair Will 
be unrweilad and ſifted wa the y you e 5 


Ny x tt 


Affair, ſays, It. is very natural for a free 


4 eople to take Fire at any great Loſs or, Diſap- 
pointment in War, and to enquire into the Cauſes 


of ſuch Events; becauſe they bear the Charges 


bh Wert Andrall Perfonn:etployed:in.e mili- 


— ary Capacity are to be confdered;. as Servants of 
the Public, tho at the Nomination, and under 
the Direction of the Crown. Therefore, on the 
Return of our late great Armament from a fruit- 
ies Expedition, we appear very eager; to know 

o has been in Fault; whether every Thing 
mat was practicable, has been done? Whether 
cur Troqps cauld have been ſafely. landed 


vii the CBaſli heat Rochefort; and whether they 
would: aftertrartis have made themſelues Maſters | 
erf che Fade, before Mazſhal- — could 


„ SPIN. N have 
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| | Fi 37 / 2 1 , | 
- avis collefed a Force to drive | back to the 
Ships PORTS, SIE een 
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i; Tms he Feetrbltbny' as Proper Heads for 
a Enquiry. But another Writer, in a Letter to 
Mr. Pitt, demands, by the united Voice of the 
People, an impartiab and vigorous Enquiry. — Tf 
the Commanders appear altogether innocent, let 
them be acquitted, with Honour, and ſent to 
Hoe Saint thei®'ZeaF and Abilitics'i in another 
Expedition; if they” failed through Ignorance, 
Jo them retirn” to theit Clofets, to increaſe 
their Khowledge';” but if from rell conſtitutional 
Cowardice, or from (what perhaps is ftill worſe) 
that Caution and Love of Life, the Copcomi- 
tatits 6f Eaſe 4nd Wealth; let them feel the Rea, 
vieſt Hand of Gobermmnent, N Dat: 
W e . eng 2 ee thee 
Ix order to _ to the Bottom of this Mat; * 
erhaps ſome ſuc ueries as s the followi ma 
ED ere, e n e 1 
0 „ eee at een no hed 
eee eee 0 Fibers bois 
nn the French Coaſt, there did not appear wei 
a Backwardneſs to any Attempt, as re a 
certain Adm<—1'to declare, that he would com- 
ply with his Orders, and 50 in, Whatever was = 
N oor ee eee 3 45 
2 Way the Fleet — to eight H Houts, which, 
Change or Failure of the Wind, loſt, in 
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34 3. Wux, upon a French Man of War falling 


accidentally 1 in among our Tranſports, the Mag- 
nanime was ordered to chaſe, on Board of which 


was the only Pilot whe. could undertake to carry 
the Fleet into the Harbour, and whoſe Life was, 


by that Means, endangered; the Loſs of Which 
muſt, of . ens > rendered 91 eee 


abortive 2... 21 1 * 95 34 3 


PETIA 


0 Ws WY" PER Ships of E leading Pieidon 


were drawn up at half 2 Mile Diſtance from each 


other by which Means one only could effectu- 
ally ack Port ang ru ps -not ee im- 


* 


IT pon 44 1 
1 TIE r Soldiers, who. N 7 3 e 
vs fon; of the Iſle of Air, were not, agreeable 
to the Rules of Diſciplines punished. for their 
Drunkenneſs, and Outrages « eng Nez the 
O bannt F. bt Sor 9 Are 5705 28 41 594 


* . Wi Hy ne a was 6c eta 1 
iſhed on the Land, as well as the Sea-Side, eſ- 
pecially as the V— Ad- eyed no 2 
dee that Work NSA i 


e 
WF & 1 + 47 . 


Wax, the Army did pot, immediately bat 


| ** . 
1 bY Night of the 23d. or a4th? Were the 


Obſtructions from the Enemy's- Army, or. Ratte- 
ries unſurmountable ? If fo, How could a young 
Officer, of a truly military. Britiſb Spirit, offer, 
bas; we are told he did) to and at the Head. of his 
own Battalion, and undertake, without firing A 
ee to cover . * of * Army till 4 
ſhoul 


2 ar Fg 
F 
tt, 


[29] 1 
Hould be pr roperly intrenched But perhaps 


| Rechofart was not to be taken without open 


Trenches, and the Seaſon of the Vear, — othet 


Circumſtances; therefore rendered 1 
t. ir, « 


tempt abſurd: It appeared otherwiſe to 8 


(meaning Mr. Pitt) who, we are perſuaded; took 


as much Pains to be NN 45 ever _ Man 
did i in the like Situation. eee Ran 1 


Bor nn wi "_— Catia elle 


2 the Priſoners taken at the lle of Ars * 1745 


Was à Number of them examined ſeparately, 


under the Aſſurances of the Attempt — g to take 


place, and of their being treated as Spies upon 


the Army's Return, in Cale they were found not 


to have ſpoke Truth? And ad their concurrent 


Teſtimony evince the almoſt Imphffibiliey of | 
ſuecteding? Nothing elfe ought to have had any 
Weight, coming from Men actuat hed e 
Move to deceive and to deter.“ uy 1000 n 


Tabs fur my Author; who Senn et a 


Informed bf: ſome material Circumſtances'reliting 


FY 
— 
* 


to this famous Expedition, which the Public were 
not before acquainted with ; and Winch, if true; 
ſhew, that ſome of the Sea-Commanders 3 : 

Ir Quota to the general Diſappoini 


ſuch as ſending away the Magnanime in Ce S 


with their only Pilot on Board; the dividihg theit 
Ships to ſo great a Diſtance from each other, and 
the v Alf. pending fever Days about the 


trifling —— deft of Ai. But the“ theſe little 
Slips in be Con 
b the Generals, yet, in an Affair of this Im- 


duct of tHe Ad As miglit not 
N 8 ps * 
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F 4 5 0} ) | 
Portage. it is of Conſequence. to know: every 
Step that was taken both by the one and the other, 
that ſo every ones Merits, or Demerits, may re- 
.ceive their juſt Reward. But as the Admirals 
ſeems to be acquitted, in the general Opinion, 
_ of any Neglect or Miſbehaviour; and the whole 
Blame brown upon the Generals of the Army, 
„ . confine our Oblaryntions to theſe c oy 


thisr Purpote, FT: a e ſuppoſed, that, upon 
1 the Witneffes, ome 2g _ 
ions as the: —— were aſked; ifs. 4 


e 238 fi, 48" ah 41 7 

: 1 * \F | rice Se of 4, to YE "I 
e {pent.in per 2 ctivity, both by 
1d Army, tho in full View of; Rochelle, 
e wg Co Ez ray, in n 
e Admirals and enerals employed 

; "ba ime, . particu arly the. latter? If in 
E 1 5 805 of ar, what was the Subject 
wir ebates, the Schemes propoſed, the 
Ypiniops. elvcred,. and the „ art taken! 
Ih. One 105 Obiectiogs, and vrho made n 
theammed Pr alin Taps fe. wr 
£ edn 711 | 4 8 
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Ds Y a 
him of Eirors' in tis Judgment, or Cel. 
tions? 


1 g E . FI 7 : 
2 ü 4; 


ee was the Pein <a ou yas his 
Nane and of what Country, who, tho he had 
no Command either in the Army or Navy, yet 
was admitted into your Councils of War ? What 
was the Opinion or Advice he preſumed. to give?, 
What Weight had it with the Officers who! com, * 
poſed thoſe Council 'Y 1455 Aae it, and who 
e e has Teton ae al 


5 As it was TY By: 25 's Opinion, which 
he ſhewed to the General, before he ſent it to 
the Admiral in Chief, that the firſt Embarkation 
might be landed, and the Tranſports returned, 
Why was not his Opinion followed? Who op- 
poſed it; and what were wa Reaſons urged a- 
W it, and by whom? Noh | 


5 
„ Why was not Fort ee reduced, or at 
5 lies attacked, as that would have been a Prop per 
Place of Retreat for the Troops, in Caſe they 
did not ſucceed at Land? Tis true, there is 2 
wide Difference between the Opinion of Col, 
and Adm—! X. The firſt affirmed. 
that an Attack upon it was very practicable, that 
it might be ſurrounded on all Sides, and demo-- 
liſhed by our Ships; the latter, that it was im- 
poſſible for our large Ships to come near it, and 
that even a Bomb-ketch could not get nearer than 
three Miles of it. Which of theſe Opinions do 
you take to be the trueſt; or is there any Me- 


dium E they may be reconciled ? 0 
G 2 6. Wuar 


| 1 
6. Wrar were the N or Arguments, 


Which prevailed with the laſt Council of War 


that was held, to give over the Enterprize, and 
leaye the Coaſt, without making any Attempt. to 
land? And whether, in your ee ſuch an 
Apt Was practicable, or not? 1 


Tur Liſt of the Members who! compoſed this . 
Court, I have ſeen, and I believe them to be all 
Gentlemen of Honour, and 1 hope have acted ac- 
cording to the Dictates of their Conſciences. Yet 
if it has unfortunately happened, that Diſfentions 
have aroſe among them, in the Courſe of the 

Trial, Either from Difference of Opinion, in Re- 
gard to the Evidence produced for their Exami- 
nation, or from any Favour, Affection, or Con- 
nection, which any of them might be willing to 
ſhew to their Friend or Relation (neither of which 
am 1 willing to ſuppole) : I fay, if ſuch a Fatality 
has attendgd their Counſels, ſo as to prevent att 
+ Unanimity of Opinion, or a unanimous, Deeifion ; 
vet even this, tho it may interrupt, 151. it 

not conclude the Courſe of Juſtice. II 

Parliament will. not - ſuffer . ſuch public Of- 
fenders, (if found ſuch). to eſcape _unpuniſhed, 
The, Members of that honourable Body can have 

no Biaſs upon them (at leaſt in ſuch. a Cale), to 
diſappoint the earneſt Expectations of their Con- 
ſtüuents. They need not be told what large 
Sums were expended in fitting out this Expedi- 
tion, therefore we aſſure ourſelves, they will re- 
quire a ſevere 7775 of thoſe who have contri- 
buted. to their Mi 8 8 Who, by their 
A e r Obſtinacy, have oc- 


caſioned 


tad: 
cafioned the {quandering them away, to. none; 
or a bad Purpoſe, We have no need to remind 
them of their Duty to their King and Country, or 
of what Importance it is to ſupport the Honour 
; A the Brit E hy or to recover it when mean- 


ly given up, or baſely loſt or inſulted. They 
know the ili Conſequences of ſuffering a Slackneſs 


of Diſcipline in the Army, eſpecially in Time f 


War, and how fatal the Want of Vigilance and 
Activity in their chief Officers may prove to the 
common Cauſe. And whatever ſhall be their 
Sentence, it will, we may depend upon it, be ra- 
tified by his Majeſty, who has too great a Regard 
for his 7 80 Glory, and the Safety of his Peo- 
ple, to let Offenders againſt either, go without 
Marks of his juſt Reſentment. So that we may 
reſt aſſured that, one Way or other, Juſtice will 
take Place, to the entire Satisfaction of the whole 
Kingdom. | | 


Bur, after all, perhaps it will be ſaid, that 
ſuppoſiog we had gained the End of the Expedi- 
tion, and made a Conqueſt of Rochefort, What 
great Damage would it have done the Enemy, or 
of what Uſe to us, ſince. it's not probable we 
: 415 vw it, had we made. ourſelves Maſters 

it 5 | 


Tn ha I 3 That Rochefort is the princi- 
pal Port between Breſt and Toulon, for the build- 
ing and repairing of Ships, land conſequently 
muſt contain a great Quantity of Timber, and 
large Magazines of Stores, Munition, and 
* af all Sorts for Marine Service, ho 1:4 
; IPs 


„ TN 
gunpe on t the Stocks, and 2 a at Ado? i in the 
Harbour; the Deſtruction of all which would 
Have maimed their Marine in a very ſenſible Man- 
ner. And as Fance his for ſome Time been en- 
deavouring by all practicable Methods, to increaſe 
Her Naval Force to an Equality with that of the 
Engliſh, ſuch a Stab in her moſt vital Part, would 
| Have thrown her back, diſconcerted her ambitious 
Schemes, and, for ſome, Time, at leaſt, diſabled 
her from acting with that Vigour ſhe has hither- 
to done. The Conſternation which ſuch a Blow, 
Had it been ſtruck, muſt have ſpread alonę the 
Coaſt, would have rendered a Conqueſt of the 
ſtrongeſt maritime Towns and Forts very feaſi- 
ble. After the Reduction of Rochefort, the Ar- 
my migbt have marched to Rochelle, and beſieged 
it by Land, while the Fleet blocked it up, or at- 
tacked it by Sea, - At leaſt it would have been at- 
tended with one good Conſequence, namely, the 
obliging France to recall a good Part of her For- 
ces out of Germany to relieve it, and guard her 
own Coaſts, and by that Means given the King 
of Pruſſia more Liberty to make Head Oe. mY 


| moſt potent Enemy. — * 
Ox the other Hand, the greater the Daunge 


we can do the common Enemy, the greater is the 

Advantage to England, and the ſooner we ſhall 

"oblige them to accept of reaſonable Terms. 

Rochefort, could we have got and kept it, _ 

have been of as great Uſe to our Trade in the 

of Biſcay, and all alon g that Coaſt, as Gibraltar 1 
the Mediterranean. It would. have given a 


free Opening to our Commerce in thoſe Parts, 
— | an d 


 £fons } Os 
and a conſtant Check to the French. And being 
Maſters of ſuch a noble Harbour, our Men of 
War and Merchantmen would have always had 
a Place of Safety to retreat to, from the furious 
Winde and turbulent Storms which are common 
in the Bay. The Conqueſt of "Rochefort muſt 
have been QA followed by the contiguous Iſlands, 
Rbee; Oleron, Aix, &c. Had this been effected, 
there is the greateſt: Probability, that the French 
would gladly have reſtored Minorca, in Exchange 
for ſo valuable a Part of their loſt Territories. This 
alone, would have been an ample Recompence 
for the vaſt Sums expended in fitting out this Ex- 
pedition, and the Nation, entirely ſatisfied, would, 
with the greateſt Alacrity, have contributed to the 
e of a0F: aan Enterprize. : 
Bux np it 1 not 10 bmi adviſe- 
| able to have kept Rochefort after we had taken 
it, we could at leaſt-have demoliſhed it; which, 
conſidering its Importance to the French, mult 
have been a vaſt Detriment to their Marine, 'and 
a weakening of their Naval Power; which is, 
or ought to be, one of the W Objects, of 
the prefenk; War. wy” 2 


Tnar an Attack upon Rochefort was 3 
ticable, appears from the Teſtimony of Col. 
C—4e, who had an O pportunity of ſeeing and 
noting its Weakneſs, and thoſe Parts of it that 
were leaſt defenſible; from that of Capt. Howe, 
who, with two or three of his Friends went a- 
ſhore, and walked for ſome Time on the Strand; 

* from the Fewneſs of the Troops that were 


| left 
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left to guard the Coaſt, not half the Number (as 


good Intelligence our Miniſters were _—_ 
— of thoſe we ſent to make the "Attempt. 


= By this ſhort View. of the Advantages which 


the Succeſs of this Expedition would have pro- 
cured us, We may Judge of the Importance of it, 


and that our Failure in it muſt neceſſarty-be' pro- 

 duRiive of very bad Conſequences. | The Britiſh 
Arms, once ſo formidable to our Enemies, are 
now (as well as our Politics) become their ſtand- 


Jeſt. And we have lived to ſee the Day, 


when an Engl; General would run no Hazard 


to acquire Laurels either for himſelf or his Coun- 


try. Can ſuch a Chief read the Story of a Crom- 
wel, a Marlboraugh, à Peterborough, and many 


other illuſtrious Names, that make the brighteſt 


Figure in our Annals, and not bluſh for his own 


Pululanimity” and want of Reſolution,” to en- 
counter an imaginary Danger ? It affords Matter 


not only for the Reſentment, but the Grief of all 


true Patriots, to ſee a Branch of an honourable 


Family,-whofe Anceſtors rendered themſelves re- 
ſpectabſe for their Bravery-and heroic Actions, ſo 


much degenerated from ſo noble a Stock, and a 


| Diſgrace to a Name once revered and eſteemed. 
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